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This Veterans History Project interview is being conducted on Wednesday, August the
13" in the year 2008 here at The Park in Golf Mill. That’s a retirement home. My name
is Neil O’Shea, and I'm a member of the reference staff at the Niles Public Library. And
I'm honored again to be speaking today with Mr. Sol Schatz. And Mr. Schatz and I first
sat down last September the 11" and, at that meeting, we accomplished the copying and
scanning of his war album documenting his thirty missions flown from England over
Europe, for which he was decorated. And this valuable album we now have copied, and it
contains Mr. Schatz’s comments on the missions as well as how they were reported in the
Stars and Stripes newspaper.

So we are going to start part two of the interview today. Now, Mr. Schatz has already
been interviewed at a different time, but his album was not included in the file that was
compiled by Betsy Talstead at the Evanston Rockford Vets Center. But he does have a file
already in the Library of Congress in Washington, and we will be sending them a copy of
the interview, also, and a copy of the wartime album to add to the Sol Schatz collection.
Anyway, Mr. Schatz was born on QOctober the 4th, 1919. So, Mr. Schatz, we have a series
of questions here which we generally follow in speaking with our veterans. The first
question is when did you enter the Service?

I was inducted July 7th, 1941, Tt was five months before D-Day, or rather Pearl Harbor.
Were you drafted, or no?

I was drafted.

Really?

Yes. I'had that letter from our president that said “Greetings” And that was it.

So you actually were drafted before Pearl Harbor?



Yes, I was.

Were you in school at that time?

No. I was working at a drug company in the city of Chicago. And I thought when I was
drafted that they would send me to the medics. When my shipping orders came throu gh,
they were going to send me to Fort Riley, Kansas, which, at that time, was a second
cavalry, a horse outfit. And I’'m looking at it, born and raised in Chicago, what do I know
about a horse? So [ went down to the recruiting officer to get a discharge and a three year
enlistment with the Air Force.

You were able to do that at that time?

At that time, I could do it, yes.

So how did everybody in the family feel about your being in-- were they worried?

When I told my dad I enlisted, he went right through the ceiling, you know, screaming
that I’d be out in a year’s time!

I said, “Pa, there will be a war before my year is over.”

You knew that?

Ljust feltit. I just felt that we would be pulled into it. And six months later--

Where did you go to high school, if I may ask?

I went to Crane Tech.

So you were on the West Side then?

Yes. I was on the West Side.

Lawndale, or?

In that area.

Yes.

I'am one of those that, like my weight fell through the cracks, I never completed grammar
school or, rather, never graduated from grammar school. At the time, I was going to
attend grammar school, which was a six-grade school. In the sixth grade, I went to Herzl

for junior high school. 1was in ninth grade when they closed the junior high school, so 1
went right on to Crane, and | graduated there in 1936.



So, I enlisted in the Air Force.
And what--any reason why you chose the Air Force, say, perhaps and not the Navy?

Yes, well, I was already in Service, and they discharged me from the cavalry so I could
go into the Air Force.

You were still in the Army, by going from the cavalry to the Air Corps, Yes.

Yes. I just thought that the Air Corps was a better branch.

So were you living at home at that time then?

Yes.

Yes.

From Fort Sheridan, they sent me to Jefferson Barracks, Saint Louis, for basic training.
How did you find basic training ?

It was a farce. The Air Force had just taken over the base, and every week there was
another row of tents going up, and all we did was march from the tent area to the mess
hall and back, three times a day, and that was basic for six weeks.

I suppose basic training changed when the war came in earnest?

I'believe it did.

Yes.

As far as I was concerned, I had never handled a weapon, never drilled, or went on these
twenty-five mile hikes, or anything like that.

But you must have been in pretty good shape at the time, though?

Yes. Oh, yes, I was in good physical shape.

Yes.

From there from Jefferson Barracks, we went to Chinook Field for airplane mechanics.
That’s here in Illinois, isn’t it?

Yes. Right near Champaign. We, let’s see, we completed our shchooling in January,
February of *42, and, from there, I was sent to Greenville. Mississippi, which was a basic



training base for cadets. There, I became a instructor at the school in, let’s see, it might
have been August of *42. My wife came down, and we got married. And next year I was
transferred.

So, if it weren’t for the war, you might have gotten married later?

Maybe.

Actually, if T had never volunteered for gunnery school, 1 probably would have spent the
entire time in service down in Mississippi.

Instructing ?

Yes, or, later I was transferred to Greenwood, Mississippi. I became, on this one
squadron, the mechanic on the cable controls of the planes, which were B-13As.

B-13s. So why did you volunteer for gunnery school?

It sounded good! They made it look so enticing. You got wings. You got the extra pay.
You got the additional stripes.

Was that a decision that you discussed with your Sfamily or your wife?

Just my wife.

And what did she think?

She didn’t know any differently. It sounded good to her, too. So 1 volunteered for it, took
another physical, and passed it in Greenwood, Mississippi. Beginning of June, T was sent
to Fort Myers, Florida, for gunnery school. We were there for six weeks. When we
completed our schooling, and, then, let’s see, we were put on a troop train and sent out to
our next phase of our training. We were sent to Salt Lake City, Utah. There, we were
either sent to B-24, B-17 training.

So, at this time, you’re a-- you have a stripe. What was your?

I was still a buck sergeant.

A sergeant.

And I never got that stripe.

And then was your wife, did she travel around the country with you at certain times?

Most of the places, yes.



Did they have like an enlisted men’s family quarters, or something, or--?

No. We lived on base when she was there, whatever camp I was at.

So you had to find lodgings for her? and pay for it out of your Army pay. Yes.

That’s right.

At Fort Myers, Florida, let’s see, Yes, we finished our schooling there. And from there,
we went to Salt Lake City, Boise, Idaho, where we were put on crews. That’s where |
wound up with my crew that we have in my album. We were sent to Casper, Wyoming,
for phase training. We were part of what they called the Cecil Isbell Group

He was a colonel. He was a big football player with the Army.

While we were at Wyoming, my wife came out there. We were together during our
training. When we completed our training, she went home. Our crew was sent to Topeka,
Kansas, where we were supposed to pick up our own plane to fly overseas. But being part
of the crazy setup in the Army, they only had 17s on that base. So they split our crew up
where half went on one plane and half on the other, and the Army transport command

flew us overseas.

So you go overseas, I think you mentioned you arrive in England around November of
43?7

43, yes.

And you had enlisted in June or July of “41.

Right.

So that’s two years later, then?

Yes.

So you'd seen a good bit of the country by then?

Yes.

And probably met a lot of different people than you'd, perhaps, had met before ?
Yes, from all over.

From Topeka, Kansas, we flew to Syracuse, New York, Presque Isle, Maine, and then up
to Gander Lake, Newfoundland. And then we jumped overseas, flew over, landed in

Prestwick, Scotland. We got there, I don’t know the exact date, it was just before
Thanksgiving of “43.



And then how did you all feel about going overseas, getting into the action?

We didn’t know. We had absolutely no idea of what we were getting into. And it was all
so new, being in a foreign country all of a sudden. And foreign money, and things were
so different.

From Scotland, they sent us to a base called Tring, “T —r —i —n -g,” maybe an hour’s train
ride north of London. And then we were replacement crews. As different bases needed
more crews, we were sent to different bases. Our crew was sent to the 448th Bomb
Group. And we replaced a crew that was shot down. And we went into operation, let’s
see, first mission right there.

Yes, it’s great to have this album. We can just check out, Mission # 1, February the 5th,
1944.

That’s was our--
Tour of France., You write here, “I was very nervous on my first mission.”

Yes. We were scared. We got an idea of some of the things that we were getting into, and
we started to realize what was going on.

And on that very first mission, you were attacked by a Focke-Wulf 190?

Yes. It hit the plane in the wing position with us. It was the Mary Michelle. We later flew
that plane on a mission. And that was the week that I, just when that plane came back
from being rebuilt, we flew it on its first mission. And it never flew combat again for the

simple reason it was burning too much gas, so they just took that plane out of service.

So when you came back from that first mission, that must have been a, oh, man, what do
we get into now!

Right. But being trained, this was what we were going to do, and that’s what we were
going to do, and we did it!

So you were part of the 8th Air Force?
Yes. The 184th Bomb Group was part of the 8th Air Force.

And the 8th Air Force is famous for all this strategic bombing over German assets in
Europe?

Yes, you can see from my album that we hit a lot of bases in Germany. Airfields, good
lot of parts factories, wherever they sent us, that's where we went.



So did you have any casualties in your unit, in your crew?

No we were the “most luckiest crew” on the field. We were the only crew that started and
finished as a full crew without anybody getting a Purple Heart.

And why was that, do you think, it really was just luck?

God had his hand on our shoulder, because there wasn’t a mission that we went on there,
we came back with holes all over the plane from antiaircraft attacks.

So, even though you were a talented crew, and skilled, it still was beyond, circumstances
were beyond the ability to be controlled.

Yes.

There were a few missions that I can recall, I don’t remember the exact sequence, but the
one mission, they had a, our plane, we were flying out our wing position, they had us
boxed in with the antiaircraft, and, suddenl y» the other wing gunner screamed out, “Hey,
look!” And there, one shot on-- each ship was shot down which-- we had our
commanding officer in it.

Did they all die then?

No, if I recall, we counted four or five chutes, and the others went with the plane.
So that meant they lost three men then or--

No. They lost five.

Five. Ten people in the crew, 1 see.

Yes.

Now, when you were on these missions, you had a harness that you’d attach the
parachute to?

Right.
And on the harness, there was something ?

On the harness, you had two little packs. One pack was, we called it an escape kit. It
carried a map of Germany and France, German money, and French money, in case you
bailed out and were fortunate enough not to get captured. The other packet was with
morphine and other medication in case you got wounded and used it until you got back to
the base. One other mission we went on, the only time we went on three-ship formations,
we went after what we called the ski sites or the launching pads of the V-2 rockets.



Wow.

Our bomb run started out in the Atlantic Ocean. We were going to be in France five
minutes and then out. And on that bomb run, our lead ship was shot down, and we never
dropped our bombs. We just kept going and went back to the base with the bombs. We
weren’t going to make a 360 and go back.

Did you ever have to serve as the lead ship?

No. We were never a lead ship. We were always either a wing or the diamond position.
And we always carried the aerial cameras, so we were always taking the pictures of
bombs away, bomb strikes, and then whatever we saw on the way in or out that we felt

would be interesting to the intelligence, we would take pictures of it.

So was there a crew member in charge with taking photographs or did the film just run
automatically?

No, it was usually our ball turret gunner that-- he would lean out of the back door, hatch
door, he would take pictures of whatever seemed appropriate.

He would hold the camera?

Yes, just hold the camera out there, and take pictures. I would have to hold him so he
wouldn’t fall out. And, other times, when he was in the ball, I would take pictures out of
the waist window.

So you were a waist gunner

Most of the time.

Most of the time, and, also, a tail gunner?

Yes.

And were those like, help me out, what millimeter were those?

Oh, all the guns were 50 millimeters.

50 millimeters.

Like two barrels or--

No, waist guns were single guns. The tail or the turret guns were twins. Twin 50s. Either
the top or ball turret, or the nose or tail turret.



Did it affect your hearing at all, firing the guns?

I'think so. That’s why I’ve got hearing aids. And I did freeze my cheeks and ears in the
cold weather, you know. The cuts from the oxygen mask just froze in my cheeks. That’s
where they came up with that wind chill factor. When they opened up the bomb bay, you
got that wind going right past.

Yes. So--

I think we were warmer while we were flying in that extreme cold than we were on the
ground because of the clothing that we wore!

So you were-- you’d fly a mission, say, today, and you’d have like a day off?
Usually.

And then the next day?

Next day.

And were you able to--

It wasn’t for many.

And were you able to relax, or not really?

A certain amount, yes.

A certain amount.

Yes. Most of the time, we’d come back from a mission and just fall into bed and go to
sleep.

Yes.

You know, and there was-- that part was an idiosyncrasy that somehow it just involved,
in mornings, when they woke us up for a mission, we’d just get out of bed and get
dressed and leave. We’d never make our bed. Our reasoning was if we’d made the bed,

we’d never come back to it. So, every mission, we never made our bed.

So you flew the thirty missions, then, from February through maybe the end of May, the
beginning of June?

June 2nd.

Just prior, in a way, to D-Day, yes.



Four days before D-Day.
But you had no idea that D-Day was in the offing, no?

We had no idea until the night before that there was D-Day coming up. And it was
something! We were ready to go. We were considered as qualified observers, but they
wouldn’t let us. They said, “No, you’ve made your missions. Stay on the ground.”

So that was the rule that if you make your thirty missions,
Yes

you'd completed your required service?

Your time in combat.

Yes.

Actually, when I started, we only were supposed to make twenty-five, but on our
eighteenth mission, they, General Doolittle, convinced the Surgeon General to increase to
an additional five missions. I guess the, by that time, we weren’t seeing many fighters.
Most of the attacks were the antiaircraft guns. And they were, those Germans were good.
I'swear they could pick a flea off the nose star at 20,000 feet. They were that good.

You know, I had a, 1 interviewed a veteran not too long ago, and he said, he was injured
in the infantry, and he said the Germans could put a shell in your back pocket.

They were that good. I swear we never went on a mission, came back without finding
holes all over the plane. Just that we were lucky and never hit any vital part of the plane
like some of the others. T don’t think that I ever went on one that we didn’t lose at least
one or two crews.

And how many planes would be going out at a time ?

Generally, if it called for a full mission, you’d have four, four, four, four, sixteen in two
wings. That’s what? Thirty-two planes on a mission. We had-- there were three groups in
one wing. And, generally, the lead group would carry the general purpose bombs. These
are five hundred, thousand pounders. The second group would carry incendiaries, and the
third group would carry antipersonnel bombs. So you’d blow the place up, burn it down,
and then get anybody running around.

And your plane usually?

Depending on our position, either first or second group, or third group.

10



Yes.

But mostly we were either first or second, carried general purpose or incendiary bombs.
So did you fly at night or in the day?

All our missions were daytime.

And did, but the pilot, or your lieutenant, or your pilot, he didn’t know what the mission
was until--

Until briefing. We would know, too, at briefing. They would tell us. But we rarely knew
where you were going the day before or the night before. It was at the briefings when
they would tell us where.

So you knew, you were saying that you knew that the United States was going to war?

I'had that feeling, yes.

When did you know that America was going to win the war or was going to be
successful ?

We just felt that way from the very beginning.

From the very beginning.

From the very beginning. Even though we were being pushed back, we just felt that we
would beat them. We did, thank God! Our country mobilized and built the necessary
equipment.

Yes, and to be able to project that power across two oceans, it’s just--

Yes.

It’s hard to--

It’s hard to picture.

Yes.

Neér the end of my tour, 1 was on a few of those thousand plane raids that the Air Force
was able to send out, over a thousand planes on one raid. I talked to men that were still on

the ground, and they said they just saw wave after wave after wave of planes going over.

I think the worst mission that the Air Force went on was the raid at Schweinfurt, the ball-
bearing plant. And we had our biggest loss of planes that day. We, our group, wernt on

11



that mission, but our crew, as we hit the coastline of France, we blew the hydraulic
system, so we aborted. So, we missed that mission. And the Air Force lost something
like twenty or thirty planes that day. And they were actually talking about night bombing,
but they stayed with the daylight bombing. We bombed during the day, British bombed at
night.

I should know this, but why did the British bomb at night? Why did they go at night?

I don’t think--

Was it easier or harder?

I don’t think they were trained for day flying. There was a difference in the type of flying
they flew. In night flying, they flew single formation, single one in back of each other,
and they bombed mostly the big cities. They never went for any plants or things like we
did. We went after the parts factories, the tank factories, the airfields, the marshalling
yards, but they never bombed any specific item like we did.

Maybe they wanted revenge for London, or Coventry, or something, Yes.

That’s right.

Yes.

So, but we flew strictly days in formation flying. And once the Air Force were able to
give the fighter planes the extra range with gas tanks, then we got complete protection all
the way into the target area and back. And then we rarely, rarely ever saw any fighter
attacks. As I said, it was almost all antiaircraft attacks after that.

So your B-24

Yes

carrying this crew of ten

Ten

and these various types of bombs, what was your range, how far could you fly in to?

1 don’t think there was any place in Germany that we couldn’t hit.

And get home?

And come back, yes. We had the full range of all of Europe with the B-24. And, actually,
the 17 had that, but 1 don’t think they went as far as we did. We were-- we carried a

12



bigger bomb load. We carried-- we went in further than they did, faster. We went in after
them and came out before them.

You got an R&R furlough when you were in England to go up to Edinburgh?
Yes. We went up to Edinburgh for six or eight days.

Where did that occur in your--

About the middle of our tour.

Somewhere over the fifteenth or sixteenth mission.

Yes.

And that’s-- We had a wonderful time.

Did you develop a taste for Scotch whisky or you--or not?

Yes. I was never much of a drinker.

Yes.

And one drink would be more than enough, or one beer would be more than enough for
me.

Yes.

Except for when we made our last mission. We got drunk for three days. And that was,
let’s see, that was about the fifth of June. We were in, I forget the town, not the main city,
Norridge. And as we walked along the street, we went past this one church. And the boys
stopped, and we looked at each other, and we all just walked right in and sat down and
prayed. Thank God that we were alive and ready to go home. After we walked out, I
asked the boys just what kind of a service was it, and none of them knew, because we
walked into a Church of England, which was different than all the other types of, what,
the Episcopalian or whatever.

All'six of us, I think, were all of a different denomination, but we got along pretty good.
And, as of this date, this interview, time has taken its toll. Paul and I are the only two left
alive out of the ten.

Is that Mr. Thornton?

Yes.

Yes.
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That would be-- Thornton and 1 are the only two left alive.

Yes.

L do stay in touch with him. T talk to him maybe once or twice or three times a year.

Do you remember any particularly humorous or unusual events?

On the missions?

Or while you were in the--

Well, like 1 said, we never made our beds.

That’s interesting.

Oh, one of the other things, this other crew, one of the boys got a packet of, I guess,
vegetables or something to grow. And he set up a garden, planted all of these, whatever
he had, and was taking care of it. And, unfortunately, that crew got shot down. The next
crew moved in, and one of them took over the garden, and, about a month later, they got
shot down. The third crew came in and nobody would touch it.

Yes.

No way! That was bad luck.

And was that crew shot down?

No. I think they were still there when we left. The, they took those which I have pictures
of the enlisted men that were left alive and completed a tour. They made a base defense
unit out of us. And we told them--

Yes. That's interesting. You didn’t have to fly over Europe anymore, but they--

They thought we would be able to defend the base if the Germans sent over paratroopers
to attack the bases. And we told them we had no training for that, and no way are we ever

going to go after seasoned paratroopers when we never had the training!

They couldn’t teach us enough in a week’s time to be able to be effective. So it wasn’t
much after that that they sent us back to the States.

Yes. So, Yes, I think it mentions here that your service ended in September of 1945?

Yes. We landed in Boston on August the 1st of 1944,

14



Oh. Was that by ship you came back?

Yes. We came back on the West Point which was I believe almost as big as the Queen
Mary.

Yes.

And it was an empty ship.

It must have been a great feeling to come back, know you did your job.

That was another thing about--

You got all these medals and citations.

That was another thing about our wonderful Army! Before we got on the boat, they gave
us leggings, they gave us gas masks, and they gave us helmets. Now, what the heck were
we going to do with all of that on a ship? Once we got out into the middle of the ocean,
all you got to do is watch the back of the ship, we discarded all the helmets, the gas
masks, the leggings. We threw them overboard. We don’t want them! And they gave us
so few on the ship that they gave us all jobs to do, more or less like guards, you can’t go
someplace for smoking and things like that. So they fed us three meals a day. You eat
three meals a day.

Yes. Did you gain weight when you were in service?

Yes, actually, as far as I was concerned, the Army was a very sedate life. Like I said, we
never marched. We never drilled. So it was up to you to stay in shape.

Yes. So, you land in Boston and you get a train back to--

To Fort Sheridan.

Ant that’s where you--

No, we weren’t discharged. We got a furlough. And then, from there, I was sent to Santa
Monica, California for R&R. The Air Force had taken over the Miramar Hotel there and
just the fellows like me that were coming back were sent there. And 1 was there with my
wife for two weeks. And then I was reassigned to Walla Walla, Washington, to train new
crews. I spent the rest of the war up there training new crews for B-24s

So you were there then when they dropped the bomb on Japan?

Yes. I was there for the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

So some of those crews you trained, they, fortunately, never had to--



They went overseas. I don’t know what happened to them.

We never stayed in contact with any of those crews we trained. Whether they went to
Pacific or Europe, but after their training, then they went on to, like we did, to overseas.

So you were-- your final rank was staff sergeant?

Yes.

Where did you receive that promotion, in England?

1 got that staff in Europe, yes, in England. I should have gotten my staff when I
completed gunnery school and they never gave it to us. I just didn’t do any-- there was no
point in arguing over it.

Yes.

Just went along with the quo.

So what was it like adjusting to civilian life back in Chicago?

A little difficult at first. But, actually, [ was discharged at Fort Lewis, Washington,
because 1 had my wife out there, discharged us, and drove back to Chicago.

You drove back because your wife had driven out, or you had bought a car, or--

Yes I bought a car. We had--

What kind of car did you buy?

I'bought a Chevy.

Was it a good one?

Nah, but it was transportation in those days.

Yes.

Let’s see. 1940, about a 38 or 39 Chevy.

And because of the type of work I was doing up there in Washington, I had no set hours.
Like one morning, I would maybe go up at eight o’clock in the morning. Maybe the next

day, at eight or nine at night for night flying, or even earlier in the morning. So I had
unlimited gas. And we had our ration books for meat and things like that. So we had a
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nice little apartment up there in Washington. It wasn’t a bad way of life if you took it
with a grain of salt.

Yes. Did the Air Force or the Army, did they ask you to consider staying on and make it a
career?

Oh, yes, they had asked us, no, not to stay in, but to join the Reserves. And I told the
recruiting officer at that time that all I wanted was another piece of paper like the first
one, the discharge papers, and if you ever needed us, you’d come and get us. And T think
we were lucky in that respect, because the Reserves were called up for Korea.

Yes.

I think four and a half years was enough. I think I did my share.

Yes.

Were you an only son or a--

Yes.

Oh. Your parents must have been thrilled to see you at home, Yes.

They didn’t want me to go.

Yes.

And, of all my friends, I think I was the only one that saw actual combat.

Was it easy for you to get your old job back or?

I never went back to it.

Did you use the GI bill or--

To one respect, we used the Gl bill to buy our first co-op on the GI bill, four percent
interest. That got us started, so we were buying wherever we lived.

Did you go back into the drug business, the drug store business?

No, I got into the taxicab business, which I don’t know how, but, yes, my father-in-law
was a driver for Checker Cab Company. And I started driving a Checker just before the
Cubs won the World Series, they didn’t win it, they played in it. And from there, I went
to independent cab ownership, staying in the cab business until I retired. And I wound up
having a little fleet of about seven cabs, sold them, and retired, and here I am at The Park,
retired in my old age.
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Yes. Mr. Schatz, how do you think your military service and experiences in the Armed
Forces affected your life?

Well--
That’s a tough one.

In a way, it is so unusual, so different, that, even after sixty years, you still talk about
your days in service. And I still say if you take it with a grain of salt, it’s something to
learn. It’s an experience you just never finish going through. There were the good parts
and bad parts.

I mentioned that T was an instructor in Greenwood, Mississippi. That was the softest jobl
had in the Army. I was an instructor in Cadet School and worked four hours a week,
period.

And you gave it up.

Well, yes, you felt that we weren’t doing anything. That’s why, one of the reasons, I
volunteered for gunnery school.

Yes. Had you ever flown in an airplane before you joined the Army Air Corps?
No, never went up before.
Wow.

Never flown. And it was fun. Like, especially when I was working on the planes in
Greenwood, Mississippi, after you completed the work, like replacing some of the control
cables, you had to have a, one of the pilot instructors take the plane up to test it to make
sure that the plane was good for a cadet to fly, and when he would come and you’d help
him get in the plane or get ready, and he’d look at us, and he looked at me and he says,
“You ever go up before?” And you’d look at him and say, “No, sir, never been up
before.” He says, “Go get a chute and get back here. Go get a chute and go up with me.”
And that was fun.

Yes.

They’d get away from the base, and they’d start making all these rolls, and flips, and
turns, and looking up, and there’s the ground above you.

Yes.

That was fun.
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You thought it was fun? Yes, you must have, because you volunteered to go gunnery, Yes.

Always told them, “No, sir, never went up before. I’ve never been in a plane. I just fix
them.” And he’d say, “Go get a chute and fly with us.” And, oh, we loved it! I loved it!
Never affected me. I mean, I never got sick or anything like that,

So, you'd say you'd never been up, and you had, and they’d give you more experiences,
Jjust to get up there, Yes.

Yes. You know, they were single-engine two-seater planes, and once they got away from
the base, they did all kinds of acrobatics in them.

Yes.

Like I said, it was fun! And, same way, in my last few weeks of gunnery school, they
would take us up in a plane, and we’d go out over the bay and practice shooting at
targets. And all of these pilots were putting in for overseas combat for flying. And they
just wouldn’t send them. And they were soon bored with their job, and coming back from
zooming out on the bay, they’d play tic-tac-toe with the plane, and things like that. And
while you’re standing in the back and you’d notify the pilot that you were through
shooting, and before he’d give you a change to sit down and buckle up, he’d take off, you
know, but, you know, you’re young and full of vinegar or whatever you’d want to call it.

Vinegar, Yes, Yes.
And you got to, if you took it, like I say, with a grain of salt, it was great.
Yes.

Mr. Schatz, how do you think your military experience has influenced your thinking about
war or about the military in general?

Military is great. But it’s the leaders, right now with what we went through in Vietnam
and what we are doing right now, I would blow our president’s head off. This is the most
foolish and stupid thing he ever pulled. We are looking right now at Vietnam all over
again, There’s no way that we can come out ahead, you know. I would venture to say
that the Gls that are in Iraq right now or Afghanistan are doing a lot of good with the
people. I mean, we are that type of a country that, the people, we would want to help
wherever we are at. And I'm sure that they are helping the kids, giving them whatever
they have in the way of food or clothing, or getting clothing from home to give to the
kids that they’ve met and seen, and helping families survive, and whatever they can do to
help. I mean, we are that type of people, but the country, on a whole, what they’re doing
over there is not doing any good. What are we doing over there? What are we gaining?
What I've seen what we did in England, what we did with the kids, and, I mean, we are,
GlIs are that way.



Yes.
You know, we are people with a lot of compassion.

And, like I say, this is a way of life that we live for four, four and a half, five years, and,
like I say, we took it with a grain of salt.

Is there anything you'd like to add that we haven’t covered in the interview?

I can’t think of anything.

And then, of course, your album speaks volumes, so we appreciate that.

It evolved into something I never knew, that the wife and I put together, but I think it
might be nice for researching at either the Library of Congress, or the original, this
original book, I will eventually send to the Jewish War Veterans Museum in Washington.
Oh, definitely.

And let them put it on display and let them, in future years, those that want to research
what happened during the Second World War, they might have a copy of what somebody

did in the Air Force.

I think it is the most complete record we have that any vet has shared with us in the way
of kind of organized memorabilia and documents. Thank you very much.

I appreciate that, Neil, and I’'m glad we were able to get together and do it.
Thank you, Mr. Schatz.

So, at any future time, whatever you need, like I said, our bus does go there on a
Thursday now.

Yes. So how long does it drop you off for?

I think they’re giving us about two hours time there.

Oh.

So that’s more than enough for whatever you might need to do.
Yes.

I'mean, I could zip up here, but if it would be convenient for you, and we could talk about
it, but if it would be convenient for you and your wife, then we can do that.
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In a way, 1 think I might like it. It would be a way of getting out of here.

Sure. Sure.

Like yesterday, I took the bus, I went to Walgreens and a crazy thing, my electric razor,
the head wore out, so I went to Walgreens, and I thought they had the right head for it,
and I got home, it won’t fit, the wrong one. So, I went back yesterday, and returned it,
and they didn’t have the type of head for my razor.

Yes.

But for the same price that they charged me for a new head for this old razor, I bought a
new one.

Yes.
So I got a brand new razor for thirty-two dollars.

Yes. It's funny, when you talk about your razor, you know, and then, of course, I think of
the pictures of you in World War II. You've always had a moustache?

Yes. My wife has never met me without a moustache.
Yes.
She’s never seen me without.

So you must have grown one, like first time, when you like were eighteen, or seventeen, or
something?

I started growing them in school.

Yes.

Sixteen. I think I was about sixteen when I graduated from high school.

Yes.

[ was a little on the young side. 1don’t know if I started early, but I know that T went to
summer school about three or four years, made up, I think, about a year or two years of
school.

At Crane?

Yes
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You obviously got a very good education.

I hope 1 did.

Were you --Would any of your coursework or classes have led you to believe that you had
this mechanical aptitude, or this ability to teach or instruct or operate machinery under

pressure or anything like that?

No, never. I took the general courses that the school had to give, you know, machine shop
and pattern making, and, but I never, I don’t think it trained me for anything special.

Yes. 1 think Crane Tech, at that time, had a crackerjack ROTC military rifle squad?

I think they did.

Yes. Yes.

But I remember, I was a young kid, I mentioned to my dad I thought I’d like to join the
Boy Scouts and he almost beat my head off. He said, “No kid of mine is going to wear a
uniform!” And he even felt then that Boy Scouts was a uniform. And who would think
that I would wear one for four years!

Yes.

Four and a half years. And I don’t know why. I think T had a premonition that we would
go to war.

Yes.

You know, although Roosevelt was talking that we were neutral, and, but who knew what
made the Japanese want to attack us? I have no idea. 1 could never figure it out.

Well, I think that was, I guess the interview is over now, but [ think that, as a fact, that
was kind of almost once, well, the Japanese were marauding in China and --

Yes.

And F.D.R., then, I think, they were going to, enforce trade restrictions and embargo oil,
and what not, so the Japanese felt they had to do something.

Well--
But, then, who would have thought they would have done it in such a way?

I don’t know. Maybe they were just spreading their wings the way they were attacking
China. And, I guess, that’s such a country, they’d never be able to conquer them!
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Well, Yes, and, of course, they were-- the Japanese when they beat, the Russo-Japanese
War, they did a pretty good job on them, so they were feeling pretty confident.

Yes.

They’d been marauding.

At that time, the Russians, with the czar, they weren’t very effective, I don’t think,
because, see, you talk to a lot of the people here, they will mention that their brother or
their dad ran away from Russia to get away from the czar.

Yes.

I remember my dad mentioning he had a brother, I guess he was, what’s the word,
conscripted, into the Russian army, and it wasn’t the type of life most people really--

You know, I don’t think-- but I don’t think we are military people, but you get our
hackles up, and then we do a pretty good job if they let us.

Yes.

And that’s another stupid thing that, my personal opinion, was like, during the Korea and
Vietnam, there were so few, and I'll be frank about it, so few of our Jewish boys that
went into service. As long as you were going to college, they didn’t touch you.

Yes, they got a deferment.

Right. Well, we were affluent enough to send our kids to college. So few of ours went
into service. It wasn’t like the Second World War. It was a popular war. It was--
everybody was gung ho about it.

Yes

And if you weren’t being drafted, you were running down and joining up.

Yes.

And it was different. It was a popular war. You were fighting against a dictator that was
killing people, and you had to go; you had to fight him, not like Korea or Vietnam.,

Yes.
It was a poor man’s war. So I don’t know what else to say about it.

Thank you, Mr. Schatz.
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You’'re welcome.
Is it set for another memory?
Yes, I think so.

Just before we got to the coastline of France, my suit shorted out, so I had no suit. And
being in the back was the coldest part. So [ went up to the front, and I tapped my pilot on
the shoulder. “Give me your suit,” and I pointed to the co-pilot, and the guy didn’t want
to, but everybody says, “Switch,” so we changed clothes. And I got his electric suit,
because I would have frozen to death in the back. You didn’t have that chill and the wind
up in front in the pilot’s compartment, so we switched.

The electric suit, was that plugged into something?

Oh, yes, pants, jacket plugged into the pants, we had sockets in each sleeve where gloves
plugged into the sleeves, and your boots plugged into the pant sleeve, and you plugged in
your suit into the thermostat wherever your gun position was. And you turned up the
thermostat, and you got nice heat. That’s where your electric blankets came from, those
suits.

From the wartime?

You wore one kind of drawers and tops, two pairs of wool stockings, the electric boots
were fur-lined boots, the electric pants, electric jacket, gloves, heated gloves, and fur-
lined gloves, and then you had the Mae West, and then your harness.

The Mae West was the?

The life jacket vest.

In case you were shot down over water?

Yes.

Yes, but that was a farce, because they said if you didn’t get out of the water within
seconds, you’d just freeze to death in the water, the Channel, or the North Sea, so if you
landed, if you bailed out, forget about it. You didn’t have a chance, not over the Channel.
So your best chance to bail out would be in France where the French Underground would

pick you up.

Yes.
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And 1 think I was the only crew member that carried my forty-five automatic. And I
always had six shells in the clip, and one in the chamber, and 1 always said that if I had to
bail out, I had six shells for them, and one for myself. I wouldn’t become a POW.

Wow.

No. My dog tags said Jewish. And no way would I let the Germans get me. That would
be the end for me.

Thank you, Mr. Schatz.

Thank God, | never bailed out!

Thirty missions.

Yes.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Yes.

Thank you.

Reader’s Notes:

Mr. Schatz provided photographs to illustrate his transcript. They appear in the next
few pages.

In the accompanying booklet, the reader has the opportunity to read the splendid
and unique wartime album, compiled by Mr. Schatz during his service. He
combined daily cuttings from the Stars and Stripes newspaper which reported on his
bombing missions with his own comments about the air raids over occupied
Europe.

As a proud member of the Jewish War Veterans Kirschenbaum-Silver Post 282, Mr.
Schatz teamed with Fred Yanow and Melvyn Aper to present then Library
Administrator, Cary Czarnecki, with the book, The Jewish War Veterans of the
USA: One Hundred Years of Service in two volumes. The work was added to the
Reference Collection on the second level and can be found at the Ref. 369.1 J59 call
number.

On the next page the reader can see the current profile statement for the existing
Sol Schatz Collection in the Library of Congress’s Veterans History Project.
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Unfortunately, Mr. Schatz passed away on October 29, 2008. His friend and fellow
World War II veteran, Mr. Ralph Friedman, who is also a VHP participant through

the Niles Public Library, proofed this transcript for Mrs. Schatz.

Mr. Friedman read the following poem which he had written in Mr.Schatz’s
memory at the 2" Annual Veterans History Project Breakfast at the Niles Library
on November 6, 2009.

REMEMBERING

S. Sgt. USAAF Sol Schatz: October 29, 2008

When a man has lived
with quiet strength,
full of grace,
those who mourn
when he departs,
measure the man
by the lonely space
left within their hearts.
R.B. Friedman

JWY Post 282
11/2/2008
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Sol Schatz Collection: Veterans History Project (American Folklife Center, Library of Co... Page 1 of 1

The Library of Congress >> American Folklite Center

Sol Schatz Collection
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Army Air Forces/Corps
Unit of Service:

713th Bomb Squadron, 448th Bomb Group, 8th Air Force

Location of Service:
England
Highest Rank:
Staff Sergeant
Prisoner of War:
No
Service Related Injury:
Unknown
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The Library of Congrase - Amencan Felklife Center
May 26. 2004
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COPYRIGHT
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United States. Army Air Forces/Corps.

Cite as:
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One Niles Library employee, exclaimed “Wow, Errol Flynn”
when he saw this picture.
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Distinctively painted B-24 Assembly Plane
These planes were used in assembling group formations at the start of mission.
The plane would then return to base according to Mr. Schatz.

10

B-24D-5-CO 41-23809 You cawn 't miss jt!, assembly
ship for the 448th BG, Bungay, February 1944

The last of the three Eighth Air Force B-24 units to go
operational in December 1943, the 448th began with
standard B-24D models. This B-24D-5-CO was early
off the San Diego production line, being delivered to
the AAF on 22 August 1942, Like most of the original
assembly ships, it had previously served with the
93rd BG (carrying the nickname Hell’s a Droppin ) in
the conventional bombing role. In February 1944
41-23809 was passed to the 448th BG, who stripped it
out and painted it in the gaudy colours seen in this
profile, transforming it into an assembly ship. The
distinctive paint scheme was initially restricted to the
fuselage and tail surfaces, but eventually the entire
wing area was also adorned with checkerboard
squares of yellow and black. In June 1944, the
deteriorating mechanical condition of the veteran
bomber saw it replaced by B-24D 42-63981 The
Striped Ape. The role of the assembly ship has been

little understoad in the language of the Liberator.
To quote another veteran, pilot John Jakab
remembers it this way;

‘Assembling a group formation was, on occasion,
a stressful and hazardous endeavour. When
temperature and dew point were equal, or nearly
equal, the ships departing the base and climbing to
formation altitude would start producing vapour
trails from about 1500 ft (457 m) to 2000 ft {610 m).
Considering that there were many groups taking off
at about the same time, the vapour trails could form a

.solid overcast aver East Anglia that was 15,000 ft
(45672 m) to 20,000 ft (6096 m) thick. The planes would
usually break out above the overcast at about 16,000
ft (4876 m) to 19,000 t (5791 m).

‘During the climb, the planes flew a specified
racdtrack pattern on the group’s assigned “buncher”,
or radio facility, until they reached their assigned
altitude. If visual flight rules could be maintained, the
group would assume their formation positions on the
assamnbly aircraft. If visual flight rules could not be
maintained at the assigned altitude, the aircraft
would proceed to the next assigned radio beacon,
climbing to a higher assigned altitude, or until
reaching visual conditions. After the group was in
formation, the mission leader would take the lead
position, and the assembly aircraft would depart
and return to the base.

‘Of course, when weather was not a factor,
assembly in formation was relatively easy. In every
case radio silence was maintained. If someone
made a radio transmission for whatever reason,
no one would reply. Some communication was
accomplished by using Very pistol flares.
Occasionally, we had mid-air collisions and aborting
aircraft for mechanical problems, but we seldom
knew of them unless they were in our awn unit.
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448th Bomb Group Monument, likely in Norfolk, Virginia
Mr. Schatz pictured below on the left with his pilot L.V. Thornton
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Mr. Schatz photographed below holding his framed plaque of medals
and recognitions of his service.




Mr. Schatz’s Wartime Album

based on his clippings from the
Stars and Stripes, the daily
newspaper of the U.S. Armed
Forces 1n the European Theater
of Operations.




The Stars and Stripes Daily Newspaper Masthead and 2 pictures

The newspaper accounts of the 30 missions are taken from that paper.

ARRIVAL /¥ ENGLAND
Mr. Schatz is in the top row, on the left.

e
Mr. Schatz can be seen in the 2nd row, 2nd

from the right. To his right may be a Jackie
or Ken Rohrbach. At the beginning of the
row is Carmen Valentino, ball turret gunner,
then Sgt. Miller, and Nick Nicholson, top
turret gunner. The first row from left to right
is Lt. Smith, Lt. Regan, the pilot Thornton,
and the co-pilot, Lt. Bowman.
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Mr. Schatz’s various identification cards Stateside
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2nd page of Stateside ID Cards

Senior Ron=Commissioned ®ﬂ1cer5 Glub
Gtation 146, E.T.0.W.S.B. :

g Oit— - “"
3;5" '-c..n...n.- - 4 A

is a Member of the SrJ NC.O. Club in gﬂad
ng. and is entitled to all privileges oftllc Club.

*,\ : -’n'J-wH«'sm

President:
Lk

standii

This Card must be presented on demand at Club
Functions, and at any tims when making purchases
at the Club.




Top 3 pictures were taken shortly after arriving in England.
The bottom one was taken in Edinburgh.
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Mr. Schatz third from right
while on “R. and R.”
in Edinburgh.



Sgt. Schatz’s Processing Sheet for New Arrivals at 12th Replacement Depot.
Note the lectures received.
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Over Schweinfurl, the bombers found
a smokescreen laid by Nazi defenscs, hut
made long 'b'ombin;' muns o drop caplo- !
si

ihe Jous. . plane
. nol including yesterday's

ves and incendiarics with whoi fres

pilot, who had iaken part in the two
previous USAAF attacks on Lhe Nazi
Dball-bearing center. x [
As the third batle of Schweinfuri !
began. German radio was quickly on the |
air with reperts indicating the operation
mizht be one of the most billerly fought |
of the war, Berlin radio stalians spoke |
of “hundreds of inlerceplors”™ going up 1o
# meet “bomber formations fram north and
somh.” and a Jiltle while later made a
farcathetical announcement that “final
<laims™ of last Tuesday's two-way aitack ¢
had reached 124 US. aircrafl destroyed.
(Tle official U.S. announcement on Tues-
+day’s operations said 61 bombers and 13
fighters were lost by the Eighth, Ninth
and I151h Air Forces.)
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“Mission #9 and #10”

Mr. Schatz’s comments on #10 appear below with the
Stars and Stripes clipping on #9
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Oak Leaf Cluster Citation

IR FORCE ?\}}m
Commanding General 1
13 April 10LL
J. ORDERS) o
% B : EXTRAC
L npEER 271) i s

Under the provisicns of krmy Regulations 600-45, 22 September 1943, and
to suthority conteined i Pestrictud TT Moesage No 2139, Hq USBAFE, 11

aﬁr 1944, ha O.F LFT CLUSTER ie swarded to tiwo following named Enlisted Man
in ition to the Air Medel proviously awarded.

‘ CM' ation: For oxception2lly meritoriocus achievement, ¥aile participating
in five seperute bomber combat missions over enamy ocoupied Continental Bur—-
vpes The couragu, coolness and skill displayed by this Enlisted Man upon

these occasions reflect great eredit upon himself and the Armed Forcea of the
United States. ’

*

i _
i,ox, 3. SCHATZ, 36040886, S/Sgt, L48th Bombardment Group (H), .

\ ~Forces, United States Army. Home address: 190Lufledgmlin
Ave., Chicago, #11. (1st Oak Leaf Cluster)

#*

#* #* #*

By comnanc of Lieutenant Gener:l DOOLITTLE:

JOHN A. SLMPOQRD,
. Brigadier Genorald, "USA,
Chief of Staif.
OFFICIAL:

/s/ Baward E. Toro,
EDWARD E. TORO,
Colon.l, AGD,

Ldjutent Generaloe

A THUE EXIRACT CCPY:
2 S

DAMIEL M. STMMOLS,
Majar,. Air Corps,
- LAjubents



Mission #13 and # 14 “Shortest and Easiest Mission”
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Mission # 15
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* Nazi-held Europe, slnk'n.' from north

Mission #16

rw"“’ \ Q"w
2 Naz‘is
Tell of. F’%‘m’im

A force of JM\Amcrlun war-

planes. yulerda-yqdlmped ughler the
aerial squeeu on Germnny and

0

and south in ape of the hea heaviest co-
ﬁu_‘ﬁd IITI'!I_C{! olﬁ%m;} e

Befween 750 and 1,000 Eighth Air
Foree Forluxsé,an'd’l.ibenlon. es-
corted. by lhe“‘nma ‘pumber of
ﬁghlers..sluued lheu_,_wahy*_more than
500 miles Lo hit alrdromes near Monich
and nr:r:l'l factories at Frledr:hsh:l’tnll

As he huge (orce ol heavies from the )
ETO ﬂ:rxh«d through German defenses
aver the southwesiern Reich, some of the
down _on German sir-

azi

fighters swoo
helds and !al

set up solne sort of et |
seven on the ;round—lon: Meli0s, two
Juss and one Jus2 lnnsnon——whﬂe
Capt. Robent C-?MuKnn of Yonkers,
N.Y., destr the ground

wnils made the entire wp mlhout aerial
combat,
Sixth Misshon ls 8 Days

Most of the bomber (ormations, which
split into 1ask Ior«s as they skmed the
Swiss borders, found clear weather (o pin-
paint their |argeu u they carried_out
their sixth op:rnlmn in the [ast elghl days.
They were picking up the mmusmn
blitz where the Marauders, avocs and
long-runge I'l;hlus keft it late Sunday

rndiasulions described the
the bomber formations aci0ss

In from north and

wd tic air
batiles” were being [outh by the Luft-
walle as it sought 10 prescrve some of (he
battered faciories which, it was 1evealed
Sunday, even now arc unable to replace
current losses,

One Fortress division came back from
Friedrichshafen 10 report not a smgk
auitack by enemy fighiers, although
few were sighied in the distance, but l
veleran B17 division ran into one of the
toughest baitles of its career, with
Nazis hurling rocket-firing inlerceptors
and single- and lwm-wgmed plancs iato
headlong flight at +he bombers.

Liberaiors flew back 10 base after what
one crewman called =2 perfect mission,”

and reporied  altacks by only three
fighters
While there was no immediale

(Continned on page 4)
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v puso AP 3
,/Tfﬂ f}d'/?r ONE Nor ns there any announcement of

specific llmu other than Fricdrichshafen,

// but from Switzerh
V) ul from Swilzerland came reports that
t V P /‘ . f?f'dp big fires could be scen bumning across the
A4 M Y i Swiss-German border ai Oeberlinger.
H//’ o LANE, Meersburg, Markdorf and Amzell, all
E )7 zf/f ’ within a2 20-mile radius of Friedrirhs

h:rcn 1

.lc sald thal'at least
.S‘r mbu's 'hzd crash-| landed on
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Mission #17
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ZIPVER SEAE To THE mffér./‘v )
PReP ANY BomMp BASWE HATD 4o
HAD FLAk A FEW TIMES /wl 7
/X 1175,
AccuhATE,  Time v AIR 7Y

FEF wiTt 45

sy wiltE Mol

ngainst the Luftwaile and Germai

intra-continental (ransport system, whicl
is essenlial for invasion defense. For
the first time in a weck, however, the
night had given the Nazis a comparutive
respite, RAF heavy forces were grounded,

and only Mosquiloes, hilting Cologne,
and Lhe mine layers were oul in darkness.
More Aftacks From South .
While Eighth and Ninth Air Force
units, with the RAF, were hilling [rom
France to cenlral Germany, Nazi radio

broadcasts told of more Allied bombing
| attacks from the south and described
heavy air battles ,over northern [taly,
where airernft factories and rilway
junctions near Turin and Ferrara had
been hit the preceding day. -

The Nazi propaganda machine, how-
ever, was caught flal-fooled jn ils radio
accounts of the daylight raid yesterday
to Brunswick. Afier the usual descrip-
tion of “unfavorable weather,” the radio
said that Nazij inteiceplors had engaged
the U.S. bombers in “‘bitter baitles.”

Fortress and Liberator crews. carrying
out one of (heir earliest missions, were
back al base in time to hear some of the
Nazi broadcasis about the “bitter fight-
ing,™ which jibed oddly with reports liom
all but one formalion that not a single
cnemy 'plane had been sighled from the
coast of England 10 the heart of Germany
‘| and back again.

-S/Sgt. Robert D. Smith, BI7 gunner
from_Flint, Mich., summed it up: “All
the Eighth Air Force seemed (0 be out
there, but there wasn't one Jerry.”

Crews reported solid cloud formations
throughout the trip, and bombing was un-
observed.

Report Other Targels
The Germans said that Osnabruck, an
i industrial town some 75 miles west of
| Brunswick, also was bombed, but there
Iwas no official USSTAF confirmations.
Allied planes also were reporicd by
the Germans over Brandenburg, Schles-
wig-Holstein and northrwest Germany.
Specific targets in the Brunswick area
were not announced, but Brunswick, in
addition to being a railway center on
one of the main lines from Belgium,

(Continined on page 4)
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Missions 20, 21, 22
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SESVE R foper 1) KAK A0 AR PEELLC ey ﬁ%”rw o S
of formations fo the bor of b o R i ]
VERETAk wa ibe feavies in sy five tripd /‘}Ng‘ f?ié.‘wﬁj.’f,"fm {%Z’: HE /¢ 73 Yo " inb"'m" .ﬁk ik
o e Vit LA, Hoover, damage chicfly to iransport mur'uulgy SOME i exst-bound gale which finally had cleared
niﬁ:mﬂﬁ:%‘ma Luftwalle depots in France, Holland and 4 Sﬂ,-, AT JHE &mmaﬁmmwm
Airmiga 15 f ! Belgium, 4 ¢ o e  bombed unspecified
flak around Beckin died sway as the pat- Baifling the weekend's bad weather A/ T GE Boiperiy
BTRRUTALE oL EER s 1o s ST
b g A mnfmwn n'“ﬂn%“lﬁ': TimE Am o <, :m""”:.:""g'% intereeptors and
e the Weather m""d'ﬂ? targets in Ml’ﬂtﬂ‘h and "'
Tho Jow s ’““;u '.3‘,_‘;..‘_‘3& eyl sy fom Friday & Son:
SRR G et ol 0% |30, RARUSANS Commnies 3
heavies in the previous Berlin attack, Tt Y il th e
ey pewels ps o | Mosutoes of Sccond Tactial Alr
send the (orces into the Reich at a time | | Foree striing throush, lowcring skics 1o
that the storm conditians, in the | P e Saibeping (e secuplad
last few dlw Timited _and almnil| coasil
cmsml the air offensiye, were |
ing. the Nazi fields and South Ralded
making take-ofly virmually impossible. Bl eanberwed vestondsy
Some indication of fast week's com- 1hat “slight enemy sciivily over
parative letop in the aerial big push was {50k place énmhy G
B e T e bs dropped af one place "rms.
Eighth Air Force, which W-‘“ o sennall number of casualiies but no
bl::u S:?;r::!mdn f«%m tag Teporied.” !
1700 sonie, scarcely euual 1o two days | cSuEat <oy sciely guer northess !
mlhmp‘m "b;"és‘lg‘,ﬁ"l,“;; officially reported. No bombs were wid l
five bombers and ten fighters lost for the to have becn dropped there. i
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Mission #23

MHY /7

ﬁ/(U/\/SW/cK G‘ﬂ”A”y ”0”514//‘/(:
w oo TARET WAS £ YARP

ONVCE AGA o » ”/’_R_s,y”lat/ﬁ/ YALY,

\WENT AFTER AN AN FIELD M{ e ONTIE 1Y ST

P plowT EVEN Kpow BE Wc/jﬁ,‘ L EA T ©oR OARTAKS B s ' F—e Aeial Fig 'Jﬁlg','
% i CArt= r ‘ ;
LEFURE TAKF ¢FF /"Us vk ToTHE EQUIENET * Hint U.S. .Planfss
B AND 60T US, /f"’*fr o THE PLAVE ot W"ﬂT/
SR oM AND THENV 0V puT WHENE
f}ffm g7 TAKE OFF pip WE FIMV ’
wWE WERE GOIN G, LEAD S fou'r days and their first majo

of Berl&ls 7 dorged o Exin o
£o O V[’t rM“, g violent bmes :::1" |l;acl“|:gg.';b

7 soe /‘1//1/0 ff5- I ONNE /#29 p| USAAF

Do 4 covsy yo&8
SCREWED VP, MADE THAEE FPAS

| "3
STIeL WE MissBp, whs IN FAK FC VER rip
WE HAD /,; an e FiAk WoLE 11y BOMB DAY BT WEVET Siip|,

; : g1 FLAK
HAD ANCTHEN 516 FE
A )T p1T A Bty < T IVOT 5
F:G:a.lfst /:rL :«Qfsf EZWE;N ME ANP THIe. NOCKER COT WYPRArEIE ]
)40

IN TAIL TURRET, m 1 i el d
WAS J/M'/’l‘/ 5Y THREE WAVES OF F/(//fft-’/\’ﬁ /D T s

F/G-‘WES N A WAUE, WE WEAE ALt bﬂé(f//\/v AT THEM JI/;/ ar “Bi

SVERA  S0T REONBs, THE FIeHTER THEN JOMEEY 4 ERO0F shephdrcy

Wﬁ/ A o \/ﬂf o Z//"J 4 were shof dow th
PACK oF 05 SAw FIVE 47 6o PO e, S
: / . ﬁ(/ﬁﬂ’/ﬂ" 7!/9/109 AN fighter atincks’
CAME g0 pur CROBF A SHOT 977 SAW SR

mation wegp ferocious: ,Our-bombersiand
fighters, l_-down quiu, a I'ew German
CHUTES pot OviR THE DAY, gy o
THIS was MY RoveHEST SLIS5/2H, NEALLY SwEATEL ¢/

fighters.™
COTo Tome v AR ] HRS Awp SO ITM

tion from our ﬁghlers although I di
one_bombper in enother. formalion bl
up.

As Genmny was belng wam
appmnchmg raiders, the Allied Ex;

SHIF FrioM 00K CravP

CE Ty T AT (VA W AT [ e o 0 1) B P e




Mission #24

N FIEC, wWhicl?
C vR TARGET TogAY me'EA ﬁ'fn;» y o e

cHT FIELP OF FRAV o 0FF ALt ovER
e aprowirion POMPS "0’”7‘ L EAVIVE TAMGET
TARGET, SHAW S NPEAATE Lo AFT*
THE FIFLY, 1 AoV

OTHERWISE [T WAS A A o 5 MV,
FyME IV AR THOURS,

W T T

U.s. ﬁi'ﬂlenﬂlt
Luftwaffe Nests

(Contin }rﬁn

o 1)
bale. One. bomb: « ters
were rmmd:agshsqw 'bﬁlm e
‘mﬂ Msl-m
and ofm' France of mmu nd'eight - enice . B
». M
ullm' was mﬁd. IImCouﬂnml. me ghier e dropping to
1 the bombem alterna- mi p sent out
tive o and ¥e con- daylig ¢35 i gweeps over the
on the y Coumrks T ice, and Channel

w“hﬁm d!hlmi;]sm ;1 5.':

I!ms o toward the Con-
husbanding. ﬁulﬁ.g wltlch for weeks has d &y I n
mm weather rwml defense gs ‘:u“rg‘m nvcnr‘ﬂ
and the t was of peime importance

0‘!!’ western

A o, e o
ﬂlﬂ'd with '::h n“:l
[
°“ﬁ° t, "ém:og;:t:::y”ud het u.r ugbin
in ny, ns ol .\sthed.tyl t forces sought in_vain
l.e ‘Mans, in Mosquitoes we Luftw .combat, the Forts
Ludwigshayen and an el in pr Ry lnw

sed runs
He minelayi nd
| Bin 450 i iy e i Joscstern Frince, near

defenses continued—ail for the loss of 35 i it

i Swiss bordur. and over six of the
nircraft, the Air Ministry reported. Lhnh German airfields just behind the
While the Allied. enmmanﬂ was con- ﬁm.nne 1 defenses: Caen, Avord,
unuing é:"’ aerial pr:hnuto vasion the Chateau d'Un
Luftwa another series Lf recon- ai Emnpes -Mondesir, "all within a 120-
naissances in {nm Monday night against "igu arc south and southwest of Paris,
British coastal ﬂ.i}lﬂ;u putking upits of More than 1,000 Eighth and Ninth Air
swift spy. Eunu southern hnsiand,' Fom Thunderbolts, and long-
' East Angl 0 lﬁe castern coast Mustangs flew with bombers,
\of Scolland. .ﬂu;hqﬁ;n reporied casval- End when it became obvious the Luftwalte
ties and damage at lities in southern would not fight went down to earth and
|England, bt none in Scotland, and strafed locomotives, military trains, air-
il least .-fﬁr.--emhy  planes field b and gun i
ud:ci VErS . one bom‘ber up reported inter-
of the nlﬂlt attacks a blow “ih Onlﬁ attempls, ungolh];so were beaten
-considerable strength” at  Portsmouth, 7\( by the escorts, who reported that

fmd said large fires had been started, everywhere the German fighters fled from I

(Continued on page 4)
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Missionw # 25

TTay 2%, /7Y
CRLY, FHANCE, i

THEs was A L0y utlg 'fﬂ,/ g

VISELF whAS guITE onevenr Fue ) 407 POV

PROP aNY [OMSS, SOFETHV

b Wit THE LFAD SHIF f_f/‘,ffi

. - ) ’W

b LOVTY I8 VT MAVE

4 TIME /N AR b HouRS AVF

p o 57
» —,—/H[ 75 TN
20 M.

£ ovER,

L=

s —

A LTS

fires, 100k up (he shutile against the tin-
specified . defense points in  northern
France, and other RAF formations flew
sweeps across the Channel.

Ninth Air Force Thunderboll  dive-
‘bombers also hit the military objectives
without loss, and RAF Typhoons and |
Spilfires pelied railways and trains.

BT WRONE |

: il‘;"a’;“"“ and laly
A s
"s‘."n"n.ﬁ e e

For batiered was_the 11th
daylight* poundln USSTAF, the

‘monil 33rd—night
or day—since Lthe war began four ycars
and eight ‘months apo.

oy ; |
As the bumﬁe rs finished their runs over
largets in" the Berlin area and  headed
home, long-range fighters .\ handed the
escorl to (resh groups and went down
through the clouds 1o sirafe locomatives,
barges, military camps and radio stations
all the way home. One Eighth AAF
‘Mustang pilot, 1/ Lt. William T. Whisner,
of Shieveport, La.. came back to base
with a score of tea locomolives blown
0p; and other pilols described the sinking
of barges and tugs and the destruction of
military road convoys. A total of 29
enemy aircralt were reporied shol down
in combat and (wo more desiroyed on (e
ground. .
Meanwhile. in the west, olher heavy
bombers and their fighters had struck to
Paris, pushed through the flak and con-

| tinued the hammering of Lufiwafle air-

fields in the defense cordon around
'France's biggest cily. The bomber and
reconnaissance base at Orly “and other

(Continued on page 4)
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Mission 26, Mulhouse France

i"?a;./fouxt FIANCE.
'ﬁ?AYfW& pro A-coop S5 OF FOASING,

E’lfw OF THE Mﬁﬂ’j//déc/#c-

T
Sipe, HAP N0 FroHTER CT FEAR g

YARP> ALt OvER THE CoomnTR Y g

AT SAw JHE A<
FIGHTER 5977 2
REAE 6000 e 7 s awo 30PN,

mm this month for tlu
ET{} bombérs.
Micadwhile, ' medium Marauders nndl deck- strafing of locomo
light Havocs contributed to the trans- trains, ridio stations and amr
tion blitz, bombing th | across the occupied cour

et ::.i‘ﬂp nck on, in First re mwﬂufatmasm
e
il

o0 i,

Chief targets for the s m the
rail yardsrisj Mulhouse,
guem ctz, Thionville, Chr
and mvillu ullﬂi}il eastern o;d orth-
| eastern France, and at Brussels a 'Iq;n
in Belgium The Np ‘%:nmﬂolds at Nuncy

retigny,
hit lhé Tieavies, &1
w!rawairﬁed out Kg;] uirﬂemi near
Brussels and Antwerp.

. north-south squeeze was the second
Conmm&"’ in a rfow for the skgﬂ'ks of the Eighth
&nmur:u:;tr?“!;nm andpib 'am 15th Air Forces, and brought 1o 20
h broadeast that “railway h al (COM"IM
thndm Iacmrles are tlnud

& 6 e
F.umh wrinem for chm- ‘the “Allied
‘raids “:::h had brought nbout those




Newspaper item on squadron having completed
25 missions. '

French Bank Note



Oak Leaf Cluster Citation 10 May 1944

f BESIRICIED
oLg for rivs rdssions . HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FOR(E. 1
| Gffice of the céaomaxﬁmg General - [ 4 /
APO B4 %

Vi 7
EL{TRACT

Undar the proviéions of Amy Rogulations 600-45, 22 September 1943, and
pursuant to authcrity contained in Rosbricted TT Message No 2139, Hg USSn."E 11
Junuwary 1944, An 0AiK LEAF CLUSTER is ewarded to tiw following named Enlisggd Man
in a:h!it* on to the Alr Modal previously awarded,

bion: For exceotionz2lly meritorious achievement, while par*blcipat:m.‘
¥ Saparate bomber combet nise’ons over enemy occup:.ed Comtinental Eur-
ope, #hs courags, coolnsrs and skill displayed by this_Epljsted Mam upon
these oceasions reflect great credit upon himself end the Armed Forces of the
Uniked States.

* #* ' +*
& ;! SCHATZ, 36040886, S/Sgt, L48th Bombardment Group (H).
dress: Chicago, I11inois.
W T IRETE ' # %

By commend of Lieutenant Generel DCULITTLE:

JOHN A. C NFORD,
Brigadier Cencral, USA,
Chief of Staff.
OFFICIALS

/s/ Bdward E. Toro,
EDITARD E. TORO,
Colomsl, AGD,
Adjutaut General,

& TRUS EXTRACT CCPY:

DMVIEL M. SIMMONS,
Yajor, Air Corps,
Ldjutant s



Mission #27

ey 211744 | . S
JIERE, CERIAVY 7

P issron/ #2F s wHICH wAs
— N\ T A PIARSIALIVE )Z’/;pvtﬂ‘/ coo P JoF

F rRc i

NEAR STRAGS BOVAS. e TRAAS,
oVEA =3

porysy PROFFED B2 U0y corars VT

""" a0 VERY L1770 CarpiEp 127 200E%

on targets in - &
Germany, bringing to approximately
11,500 the RAF and U.S. bomb tonnage

| prrrov K FIER CHVG

HT r_‘/;‘fl"TEU

e NV A

fo1 the 40 hours from dawn smurdn{ i is wu; ir
\Ylhﬂe more than 1,000 U.5. and Allied | jhe tentative stage dribb anc
and light , fighter- and | nga1y to discuss arrange
dive-bombers were carrying out more | menis will have 1o clear pe:
rdin, “Em“:h's b i a ol >
?.-i«n !'Iu heavy bombers and their —
= e | Landing Pul
stren, ing, a g
; sortles
been warplanes based in
Britain. -
Explosions Rock British Towns

¥ . clear weather
came to the Straits and the land to the
south, bo nd fighters went out,
and late vesierday evening they still were
shaking coast (owns with their roar as
the big push ncared two full days and

¥ guéd precisely into the massed day-
light blows was the RAF's sccond
heaviest bombing owltinn in h —

rance, Belgium and Germany.
As the RAF nigh|
Allied i
hit_installations behi
mid-moining.
Air Force Thunderbolt fi
were heading for oil tanks in a porthern
Franos sailroad yads, and two mare in
the series of railway bridges smashed in
(Continued on page 2)

rrhewlr'roday]

tal Americans L Aricna  and
'oct O ot th Rava; Clorman
bl n Highwa; o me ; C
s nruro:ul g'n l:r artillery ; other Filth
Army troops drive for Rome near coast ;
Eighth Army t;liua Cnprnno.d bl o
> pgest day and ni air
Air War— {5 ‘of the_war see
bombs hurled omto Western Europe al
the rate otmgw tons a mtnuwéul!.ogg
American v bers, esco
feed o oF o la |20 i,
hit targets ny as I
{ medium and light bomberi
E_:;:?h :r. Amu'nin Wall 1 ':tr.-r s

Within B

U'S. troops have shot the Pacific
land-based-bomber range of the Pl
of the Schouten Islands in Geelvin
Guinea.

The move placed the Allies less
of the Philippines. And, *“‘for strate

| Japs in China

In New Drive

ChungkingReveals Thrusi
For Rail Line; Chinese
Gain Near Burma

A new Japanese drive in China wa
announced from Chungking yesterday
it apparently was aimed at the Chinese
held siretches of the main north-soutl
railroad belween Hankow and Canton
on_Lhe southern coast.

The Japanese recently cleared the
Chinese from their last remaining hold
on the stretch of the railroad from Peip
ing, on the Manchurian border, dowa t«
Hankow, and were reported building :
defense belt along it, but the Chinest
subsequently announced that they hac
pierced the line again, and the situation
now i3 obscure.

If the Japanese could take the entire
line from Peiping down to Canton and
repair il they could rush Lroops and sup-
plies freely to almost any point in occu-
pied China. The new drive was staried
by four columns of Japancse troops

which pi southward from Lheir base
at Yochow, 120 miles southwest ol
Hankow.

The Chinese in tum launched counter-
attacks in the Loyang sector of the
Ccl'l‘(r:ll Honan front over the weekend
and amenc—-- - - -

PUsN,

I/ 7//00#5

AN A Y

Al



Mission #28

Tucsday, May 30,194

mqlSS/ON tté)ﬁ
IMTay29 /177

Jurow, Germwy,
OvR Tarsgr FoR TopAy WAS AN

AIR FIELY | AND \wE Pip A VERY oo vors oF
BUMBING.  HAD GHT To MEDIOM FLhke op Roulk
’O’t’}r’“zzwf"l THE JARCET, pao WeNE on Rov7e

) O HAD Mo FIGHTER AriAcwes, ON oore Back
Vasseo gy SwEvep, Heso Fulu ouER DEN HARK,
ON ROUTE LRLK REN SAw AFICHTER DITCH IV
NORTH SEA, TURNEP BACK ANC CIRCLER /1ROONF

Blows Hit Poland, Reich

Assault on Germany
Doesn’t Reduce Blitz
Ag&inStgAij:ElmicWall

Aircraft Plants,-]jéep in Europe Blasted .
From Britain as Italy-Based Heavies
Swarm Over the Vienna Area

Nearly 4,000 American warplanes yesterday carried the weight of a still
snowballing air offensive to the four corners of Hiler's conlinental empire
and senf Nazi sirens from France to Poland and Denmark to Vienna scream-
ing past their 60th non-stop hour,

Forces from @ Aeet of 1,000 Flying Fortresses and Liberalors, escorted for
the second day in'a row by more than 1200 U.S. fighters, slugged some 750
miles (o Nazi aireraft plants in Peland and came home while other task units
were by-passing Berlin 1o strike al aircraft centers 100 or so miles southeast
of the Reich's capital, ]

Al the same tlme, between 500 and 750 ronts and Liberators, covered by

jas many fighters, pounded northward
from their Italian bases to hand the
Messerschmilt manufacturing complex

| Plane Plants in Poland, Reich w1 curie am se4 res

about Vienna its sevenlh major atlack of
the war,

I o N . f = Ve Zn o : 1 5 i
'Blasted in: North-South Blows|77cx over we 7asa = 1 Wi e Regh pos g st
: NIURNEL GAHCK FIR AHor7E  Ninth Air Force bombers ever sent out
U iCuntined drast poze 1) %mﬂ;{\ Dhmlg:rm:hm of.x ' here_!:‘!:‘w 400 strong l%mainlnin the un-
M w m miles trom Ihe Rwi'n ” "m m i 0 remitting pressare on Geyman communi-
Hmm _ww{! i::; %“‘"_&"‘;.-aﬁ“‘“"““’r i‘;"ﬁmw% Nk pro wvor FLY wiTH s, tinsport s coasial defenses
L s I i
) 4 suburb of Steitis, in’ Germany. | p mm cetise of & bombormie | /) s o4 v, PEH/ No Rest for Releh Itselt
Saited trko. {hal Hidible i the. blaw on the fousth aver ihe Meuse CEAT flﬂl mel‘:mwninshlahe ”ﬁmd d’é lll! az n})lw et
~ : . ; arauders an:
from Ialy whish sesl b To two |Ieom Licge s Val Beadit. Oue Manssder V' Ay s pymcr Ay papy o500 vith swams of shier dive:
airbeds a0d (o Dicorics 4 Wieter R e esces, in: Mt 10 bombers. had been sble (o hoid the tac:
e Bkl W g e gl B G S s S0 Misiron, Tiye (RIS ey
oraw target of the ETO bom ) g n nd of :p  within t  long-lerm,
o o e st et 1T Ll ol IV AV FICHT HOURS, | i iy o
ol [ : s roc]
ﬁum:mh which on Sunday st 2 Serman il Foe, Deid
B he Bl cosst | Coubs s 5 s | hesdauariers n France, atacked # pover ovuend, P ybr sl
;MM.'MB Wm : | | stution there gnmn:‘;; omﬂ hopes thal inva-
“w " ocke ‘ al al
e . Tutow sad Cot actialy be wekcomo .tk i wookd
by, an FW companents $1 Sacu, | surcease from the death blows al the
3 ynthetic oi plant 'ar: Palitr, while Gertah Bocwiand Rt
Leipeig s the hub of five wbur- third straight day of mamed
[sctories turming out frames, American attsck came aller a midnight
mw Hry Wm,n for punch RAF forces at the mailwdy
Juinkers and: Messerchmitt.) celbieat in northwestern France,
MﬁmﬁlmmMWr ;?d&mmmd"mmw.
and forces pulled Nazi or in Germany. m

52 ..
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As usual, some fighter and some
sroups met only fak opposition,
= R17 division _repurted intense, |

| Yriel aitacks by 100 interceptors, and

i
E2y
:
i
g

of
e Shcrtt was epvied o o 3
ol ]

cost—in the face of 20plane fighter
attacks—34 bombers and 13 fi
93 enemy aircraflt claimed i

the
which few into the Ri and
Autiria on co-ordinaled schedule, lurgets
31 Posen and Kreising, in western Poland
(Continued on page 4)
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Tj\rss/oy #2729

Rail Yards 1oy 3,700
LRSS VLD WO’PP71 FRANCE,

gl LoVl AN NICK p10 Vor 38
L ' o FRY TOPAY S6wE covtp carcw [m

s Lins e

o estWall Hit; (V7 LT SHocv FLY AS PreoT ANP |
Wall Tuself Plastered \fr,, (40 £y G AL RECAn prren lﬁ‘&é“ .
r Fré_iém“‘;’ai:d's inhG'erhll:ny whicg ENTER)
d i an & - . ‘ I 2
;ﬁ:% Lhi'gg:fm?}}:: vrt;el;:eedp;;:;?ed by | N FRANCE, Spw MO FLAK OR FrmtERs
to Britain-| ‘Fortresses - . :
and l?ib,erator? ;::le:day, w?hile the Gor 50&77 CREP 7
great Ploesti oilficlds in Rumania
were dealt anothér heavy blow by -
American heavies based in Italy.
The. aerial drubbing of the Ger-
mans’ first-line anti-invasion defenses

in norihern France went dn, meanwhile,
unabated. 44 ’ LAt o =

o 43l
wse, in » was pounded, unded,

The giant escort ghth ‘and Ninth
Air Force Thunderbolts, Lightnings and

Mustangs found very few cnemy a ft
in the skies and, for a moderate

flak, according 10 returning : . They
said great cloud Qa:hs. itated the
use of the scientific mbing-through-

cloud methods in some e s

From ltaly, Libs and Forts, escorted
by P38s and PSls, scored hits o at Jeast
one nuajor refinery at Ploesti, and crews
reporied large columns of smoke visible
for miles, obscuring the target and pre-
venting observation of other results.
Iniense ack-ack and some enemy fighters
were encounltered. :

Ploesti. 30-miles north of Bucharest,
capital of Rumania, was bombed four
times in April and twice previously in
May,

Scine Bridges Hit Again

Continuing their atlacks on Seine River
bridges for lﬁe sixth successive day, Mar-
auders of the Ninth Air Force struck at
three important highway bridges between
Paris and Rouen at mid-day. One failed
Lo return.

Escorted by Thunderbolis, the Marau-
ders  attacked an  840-foot, six-span
bri at Courcelles-sur-Seine, 40 miles
narthwest of Paris; a 575-fool sieel girder
bridge a1 Ouen ; and a 450-foot at
Bennecourt, 30 miles northwest of Paris,
The Rouen-highway bridge was left half
under water by the first formations of
Marauders 1o atack.

During the night RAF bombers struck
military objectives on the French coast
and Mosquiloes hit targets in Leverkusen
and laid mines, None was lost.

Heavy damage was inflicted on sir-
craft factories at Hidberstadi, Dessau and
Oschersleben Tuesday, photographs tken
during and after the attacks showed.

At the Halberstadt Ju88 and Jul8s
components factories, three workshops
were destroved, two half destroyed, and
several other buildings badly damaged.
All large bhangars at the airfield were
seriously damaged.

At Oschersleben two heavy concentra-

tContinued on page 4)




Mission #30 and a celebration

P tsl Nisssom # 35 . 34
3 RS Junve 2, /?‘Y‘/ 3
EBeavvoir, FRANCE.

. TARGET whAs RoBoT Lore
| WsTaLATIoNS. UROPFEFP BoMES ow
Gt 56 oo NoT SEE RESOLTS.
\OUR WHILE FIVISHED T0PAY, THE |
m,if//fsr Foek CREW 10 Fluisk on owf'_',
GROVE SHOT OF FOUR FOXES ¢r
FLARES OVER THE FIELY, FVZZES
FHE FIELD Twick, AP THEN 4o -
WAS INTERRAGAIED ANP THEN WE ’;‘T‘:

|starreo /v 70 cE7 As pRONK 45 A HoeT Swe,
G| REaLey whp one #ELe S 4 JIME,  COR TrE

W AR WAS 5 HEORS AP 5O I

_-

evcnins l
ll\_-lmudmcn ‘military targets in northern

rine

Meanwhile, USSTAF headquarters an-
nounced that American heavy bombers
had rained_more than 63.000 tons of
bombs on German Europe in May, % |

In May. the USSTAF spread its 63,000 |
tons of bombs from batlered Pas de |
Calais to the Balkans. Operating from J

4

{Cortiniied on page 4)




Distinguished Flying Cross

RESTRICTED

HEADQUARTERS 2d BOMBARDMENT DIVISION
Office of the Commanding General

APO 558
GENERAL ORDERS ) 6 June 1944 .
NUMBER 89 3
EXTRACT
* 3% 3*

AWARDS OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSUD-OIO-....lclOc..\olu..oo.olcuo-o.c-nosECTION I

#* # 3

I. Under ths provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 22 Septemher 1943; as a-
mended, and pursvant to authority contaired in Paragraph 2 b, Sestion I, Circular 55,
Hq ETOUSA; 27 May 1944 and Letter, Headquarters Eighth Air ch e. 1 Juus 1944, File
No. 200.5, Svbjects “Awards and Decorations", the DISTINGUISIE :,_’111_!}_".}_ CROSS is a-
warcded to the following named Enlisted Man; for extraordi.na.y u"".ie'-ramen'b s as set
forth in citations

Citations SOL J, SCHATZ, 36040886, Staff Sergeant a3
LL8th Bomhardment Group (H), Army Air Forces, United Siaies iumy, Xer exvraciGinacy
achievemsnt, while serving as Gunner of a B-24 airplane on many
bombeardisent missions over enemy occupied Continental E"rcpm Tisplaying great cour-
age avd sxili, __ Sergeant Schatz > Tightlug ¥oom hic gov positicn, has awarded
of f many enemy ehoacks and has materlal],y aided in the suscessful o ,mu letion of each
of these missions. The courage, coolness and excepbiornal skiil displaysi ty Sergeant
Schatz ___ on all these occasions reflect the hignest credit upcn t‘lmself and
the irmod Forces of the United States. Home address: 611 Patterson Street, Chicago,
I1linois.

#* - #* *
By command of Brigadier General HODGES:

CHARLES B. WESTOVER
OFFICIAL: Colonel, 30
Chief of ctaff
/s/ George L. Paul
GECRGE L. PAUT
Major AGD
Adjubant General

A TRUE EXTRACT COFYs

DANIEL M. SIMMONS,
Major, Air Corps.

RESTRICTED
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Distinguished Flying Cross and “Snorter”

Recervive 1HE DFC.

SICNING A SHORT SNORTER.

Practice of signing bills of countries flown over by air corps.
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In case they were shot down

If you will notice the pictures of the men

on the following pages, they are dressed in
civilian clothes, the reason for that is that

in case they wre shot down over France and wége
able to bail out and were picked up by the French
under ground, Since they did not have photographic
equipement to take pictures of the boys, so we
carried these pictures so that they could put

them on false indetification papers. Then they were
walked down through France across the Pierinees
into Spain, then to England, interigated, then

shipped back to the states



Two photos of Mr. Schatz
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“Boys That Finished Their Missions”
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PINY 22,179

EOwary Lifs . ‘
CRE w CGERT  SALE i '
71.7# (\%Q CREW 4 J‘ifif/f AASACY AK B -

NAY 26, /744 77277 5@ CREVW 27 BERWSTEIN 3

MAY 36T /75y VIS¢ T/'Jf,;/ 7
MAY 30,1747 e
MAY 34,1999

PEN 214 STumpe
CREW 34 FIERSON  McreR
- Chew 28

a radio-operator



Ike’s D-Day Speech
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Mobile Base Defense Unit, comprised of flyers who had completed their re-
quired 30 missions and were now given the responsibility of defending the
base from attacking German paratroopers. Mr. Schatz said that they had no
training for that king of fighting.
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Returning To America after 30 Missions”

— : 4 R Foster
PvtSle Schatz of:'l 4:'.'_

':Iamlin av. is another Wind

joldler who.wants to help “Keeplin

Sgt. 8. J. Schatz.
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